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Prayers of Those Who’ve Gone Before 
 
Loving Lord and Heavenly Father I offer up today all that I am, all that I have, all that I 
do, and all that I suffer, to be yours today and Yours forever.  Give me grace, Lord, to 
do all that I know of Your Holy will.  Purify my heart, sanctify my thinking, correct my 
desires.  Teach me, in all of today’s work and trouble and joy, to respond with honest 
praise, simple trust, and instant obedience, that my life may be in truth a living sacrifice, 
by the power of Your Holy Spirit and in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ, my Master 
and my all.  Amen. 
Elisabeth Elliot 
 

Lord, I give up all my own plans and purposes, all my own desires and hopes, and 
accept Thy will for my life.  I give myself, my life, my all, utterly to Thee to be Thine 
forever.  Fill me and seal me with Thy Holy Spirit.  Use me as Thou wilt.  Send me 
where Thou wilt.  Work out Thy whole will in my life at any cost, now and forever.  Amen 
Betty Scott Stam 
 

Father, I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will. Whatever you may 
do, I thank you; I am ready for all, I accept all. Let only your will be done in me, and in 
all your creatures. 
I wish no more than this, O Lord. 
Into your hands I commend my soul; I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, for I 
love you, Lord, and so need to give myself, to surrender myself into your hands, without 
reserve and with boundless confidence. For you are my Father. 
Charles de Foucauld 
 

Whatever may happen, suffer me not, O Lord, to fall from thy ways, or to be carried 
away by a willful disobedience to thy authority, or any other sinful desire; but rather let 
thy truth preserve me in a state of quiet repose and peace, by an humble submission to 
it. 
From John Calvin's commentary on Psalm 25:4 
 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, I commit all my ways to you. I entrust my 
soul into your hands. I pledge my life to your service. May this day be for me a day of 
obedience and love, a day of happiness and peace. May all I do and say be worthy of 
Christ and his gospel. Amen. 

John Baillie 
 

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to thee, so guide our minds, so fill our 
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly thine, utterly dedicated unto 
thee; and then use us, we pray thee, as thou wilt, and always to thy glory and the 
welfare of thy people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Book of Common Prayer 
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Use me then, my Savior, for whatever purposes and in whatever way you may require. 
Here is my poor heart, an empty vessel; fill it with your grace. 
Dwight L Moody 

 

Lord without Thee I can do nothing; with Thee I can do all. Help me by Thy grace, that I 
fall not; help me by Thy strength, to resist mightily the very first beginnings of evil, 
before it takes hold of me; help me to cast myself at once at Thy sacred feet, and lie still 
there, until the storm be overpast; and, if I lose sight of Thee, bring me back quickly to 
Thee, and grant me to love Thee better, for Thy tender mercy's sake. Amen. 
EB Pusey 
 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus! And while You tarry, keep us free from the sin of this world. 
Oh, make our little lives count for the glory of Your name and for the fame of Your 
Father. Rivet our attention on Your cross, and fuse our affections to Yourself. Waken 
our compassion for all who suffer, especially those who are rushing toward everlasting 
misery because of unbelief. So open our mouths and open our hands and open our 
wallets while we have breath, and make us the most radically loving people on earth, for 
the joy of all peoples and the renown of Your name, Amen 
John Piper 
 

Our dear Father, we do not take for granted that the energies, opportunities, 
responsibilities, and even the breath we take is a gift of yours to us. I pray that we who 
tend to be so caught in the closet of our own self-generated perceptions would be, by 
your mercy, mastered in new ways by you, such that we start to wear other people on 
our heart. I pray we would de-center out of self-interest and center our lives on you. I 
pray that we, who have been so spectacularly loved by Christ, would in some measure, 
by the power of your Spirit become like him. 
David Powlison 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you 
and give you peace. 
Numbers 6:24-26 (ESV) 
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We are asking God that you may see things, as it were, from his point of view by being 
given spiritual insight and understanding.  We also pray that your outward lives, which 
men see, may bring credit to your master's name, and that you may bring joy to his 
heart by bearing genuine Christian fruit, and that your knowledge of God may grow yet 
deeper. 
 
As you live this new life, we pray that you will be strengthened from God's boundless 
resources, so that you will find yourselves able to pass through any experience and 
endure it with joy.  You will even be able to thank God in the midst of pain and distress 
because you are privileged to share the lot of those who are living in the light.  For we 
must never forget that he rescued us from the power of darkness, and reestablished us 
in the kingdom of his beloved Son.  For it is by his Son alone that we have been 
redeemed and have had our sins forgiven. 
Colossians 1:9-14 JB Phillips Translation 


